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Germany used to ha?e the cheapest coal in the world, and
eyea up the end of the "eighties had lower prices than England,
the opposite is HOW the case. In consequence of the Syndicate's
p?3lley the Grerman prices are now, in times of normal trade,
higher than the English," One of the severest attacks
made upon the Coal Syndicate occurred in 1907, and was
conducted simultaneously in the Reichstag and the Prussian
Diet, as well as in the Chambers of Commerce and the Press.
Throughout North Germany the price of coal reached during
that year a height hardly ever known before; industry suffered as
much as private consumers, and a demand for the nationalisation
of the collieries was heard on all sides. Yet even when
the turn of the industrial tide came towards the close of the
year the Syndicate advanced prices farther.
Hen- Galwer, the Socialist well-wisher of the cartells, argues
that the Westphalian Coal Syndicate cannot dictate prices,
since it does not control the entire market, the competition of
lignite always exerts a pressure in times of tension, and water
transport facilitates the import of foreign coal. It should
not be overlooked, however, that within a very wide area this
Syndicate is almost absolutely supreme. Against 64,769,000
metric tons of coal which the syndicated collieries of the Euhr
coal-field were entitled to sell in 1906, an amount consider-
ably below their actual output, since it does not include
their own consumption, the fiscal mines of Prussia had an
output of only 13Q14,QQO tons, and the other non-syndicated
mines an output of 610,000 tons. Further, lignite is so far
non-competitive that at any price it is a poor substitute
for coal for industrial use, and it likewise is to a large
extent syndicated, As to the competition of foreign coal
the Syndicate is careful to adjust its prices to geographical
necessities, with the result that towns far distant from the
seaboard yet enjoying the advantage of river transport, and
thus having access to foreign supplies, are able to buy West-
phaHan coal at a cheaper rate than inland towns near to
the coal-fields, and the same preference is shown to towns which
eaa choose whether they will buy Westphalian, Saar, or Silesian
coal. Thus it eame out in evidence during the Cartell Inquiry
that while the gasworks of the town of Essen, in the very centre
luhr coal-field, were paying 12s. 9d. per ton in 1905, the